
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

24
20

2 0 2 4







9

!

!!"#$!%&'(!%#)$&*#')$+(#$,"
"

," $%$&''%%-&.'!#*+$/"
"
"

" '"

De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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Chief Executive Officer Report  
Welcome to the Riverina Winegrape Growers 2024 
Annual Report of its operations and financials.  This 
report contains a copy of the minutes of the previous 
Annual General Meeting that was held Wednesday 19 
June 2024 for your information.   
In 2024 the Board introduced its Strategic Operations 
Plan 2025 – 2029 in accordance with the NSW 
Government’s requirements under the Agricultural 
Industry Services Act 1998.  The Strategic Planning and 
Budget meeting was held 16 October 2024. 
The 2024 season for all growers in the Riverina yielded 
255KT   (212KT in 2023, 318KT in 2022,) of winegrapes 
harvested at a regional average purchase price per 
tonne of $347 ($382 in 2023 $396 in 2022 $464 in 
2021).  White winegrapes averaged $358 ($401 in 2023 
$404 in 2022) and red winegrapes $329 ($355 in 2023 
$383 in 2022) according to Wine Australia’s 2024 
National Vintage Report.   
On 5 September 2024 the Board was advised that the 
staged repeal of the Agricultural Industries Services 
Regulation had been finalised and the new 2024 
revision is live and accessible at Agricultural Industries 
Services Regulation 2024-NSW Legislation. 
Statutory Compliance 
The following information is provided to comply with the 
reporting procedure and prescribed content of the 
Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Act 1984. 

Application for Extension of Time 
The Board did not apply for an extension of time to 
publish its Annual Report for 2024.   
Charter of the Board 
The Riverina Winegrape Growers is an NSW 
Agricultural Industry Services Committee formed in 
accordance with the Agricultural Industry Services Act 
1998 under the Agricultural Industry Services 
Regulation 2024. 

Agricultural Industry Services of the Board 
(a)! the development of a code of conduct for contract 

negotiations between wine grape growers and 
wineries, 

(b)! the development of draft contract provisions with 
respect to the sale of MIA wine grapes to wineries, 
including provisions with respect to: 

(i)! The prices to be paid by wineries, and 
(ii)!The terms and conditions of payment to be 

observed by wineries, in relation to MIA wine 
grapes delivered to them by wine grape growers, 

(c)! the promotion of private contracts for sales of MIA 
wine grapes to wineries by wine grape growers, 

(d)! the collection and dissemination of market and 
industry information, including the production and 
publication of indicator prices for MIA wine grapes 
grown in the Board’s area of operations, 

(e)! the conduct of research and development into plant 
health in relation to wine grapes, 

(f)! the provision of education and training in relation to 
wine grape production and marketing, 

(g)! the promotion (in association with organisations 
representing wineries) of wine made from MIA wine 
grapes, 

(h)! the promotion of region industry, including regional 
winemaking, within the Board’s area of operations, 

(i)! the representation of the wine grape industry in 
relation to the matters referred to in paragraphs (a) 
– (h). 

The Board services winegrape producers that produce 
greater than 20 tonnes of winegrapes within its area of 
operation, The City of Griffith and the Local Government 
Areas of Leeton, Carrathool and Murrumbidgee. 
Access 
The office is located at 182 Yambil Street Griffith NSW. 
Telephone: 02 6962 3944; Email: board@wgmb.net.au 
Website: www.riverinawinegrapes.com.au  
The Board office is open 8:30am-5:00pm weekdays 
Management & Structure 
The Board consists of seven members, five of whom are 
elected by winegrape growers and two appointed by the 
five elected members of the Board.   
Elected members’ terms ceased 23 October 2024.   
Board Members to 23 October 2024 
•! Bruno Brombal  (Chairman - Executive) 
•! Robert Bellato  (Deputy Chair - Executive) 
•! Steven Barbon (appointed)  
•! Bruno Altin  
•! Tony Baggio 
•! Frank Alampi 
•! Dom Schirripa  
 
The NSW Electoral Commission conducted an election 
during September 2024. Frank Alampi did not seek re-
election. Dom Schirripa resigned his position effective 
17 October 2024.  Bruno Brombal, Robert Bellato, 
Bruno Altin, all elected unopposed. Steven Barbon 
retained as appointed member. The Board welcomes 
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Robert D’Ambrosio (elected), Andy Serafin 
(appointed), and Tony Baggio (a natural person), who 
is now an appointed member. Appointed members will 
be due for election in February 2026. 
 
Meetings of the Board 
During the 12 months to 31 December 2024 there were 
11 general meetings and  2 public meetings of the 
Board. 
The Board generally holds its meetings the second 
Monday of each month, subject to availability of 
members of the Board.   
Public Meetings held in 2024 were the Annual General 
Meeting (June) and the Strategic Planning and Budget 
setting meeting (October). 
Board Member Meeting Attendance 
The following table shows the number of Board 
meetings held that were available for Board members to 
attend.  Attendance of general and special meetings are 
noted and the overall percentage attendance of each 
member.  Members’ absences were due to approved 
leave, sickness or other personal commitments. 
Members are also able to join meetings online. 

Member Available 
meetings 

Meetings 
Attended 

      % 

Bruno Brombal 11 11 100% 
Robert Bellato  11 6 54% 
Steven Barbon 11 11 100% 
Tony Baggio 11 10 90% 
Bruno Altin 11 11 100% 
Dom Schirripa 11 7 63% 
Frank Alampi 11 7 63% 

 
 

Robert D’Ambrosio 2 2 100% 
Andy Serafin 2 2 100% 

 

Extra meetings attended by the Members representing 
the Board: 
February Brombal Sussan Ley MP, Baggio RWA 
March Altin, Bellato HACCP, Brombal, Baggio Riv. 
Murr. Valley DAFF, Brombal IWRA, Baggio NSWIC 
April Brombal, Barbon, Schirripa, Alampi, Altin WIT 
DPI, Brombal, Bellato NRAR 
May Brombal NSW Farmers & Tara Moriarty MLC, 
Baggio NSW Farmers & NIC, Barbon NSW Farmers 
June Brombal, Altin, Baggio Murr. Valley, Baggio State 
Water, Bellato HACCP, Brombal, Altin, Bellato, Alampi, 
Barbon, Baggio RWG AGM 
July Baggio, NSWIC, Brombal, Barbon MIAVIS, 
Brombal, Altin, Alampi, Schirripa, Barbon Hunt & Hunt 

August Brombal, Bellato, Barbon WAS, Brombal, 
Barbon MIAVIS, Baggio Snowy Hydro, Baggio NIC, 
Brombal, Bellato, Barbon, Altin, Alampi, Baggio SWOT 
September Altin, Brombal, SWA 
October  Baggio, NIC, Brombal, Altin, Bellato, Barbon 
Board Elections, Schirripa, Baggio, Brombal, Bellato, 
Barbon, Altin Craig Emerson Brombal, Altin, Bellato, 
Alampi, Barbon, Baggio, Schirripa RWG Budget 
November Barbon, Brombal Wine Australia, Brombal 
Cara Dale, Baggio NSW IC, Barbon, Brombal MIAVIS, 
Brombal Calabria Family Wines 
December Barbon, Brombal Sussan Ley, Brombal 
IWRA, Brombal, Altin, Serafin, D’Ambrosio National 
Vine Register. 
For the special or extra meetings, including monthly 
board meetings plus AGM in June and Strategic Plan in 
October members received a payment of $250 on top of 
their base payments (up to the budgeted wages amount 
per annum). 
 
Organisation Chart to 23 Oct 2024 

 

Board Staff 
From 1 Jan 2024 - 31 Dec 2024 staff members were: 
•! Chief Executive Officer – Jeremy Cass  

o! Commenced employment February 2022 
•! Extension Officer - Brian Bortolin 

o! Commenced employment January 2017 
•! Office Manager - Julie McMahon 

o! Commenced employment October 2015 
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Summary Review of Operations 
There is a Profitability Project underway by the Board 
since 2023 in partnership with Wine Australia, NSW 
Wine, CSU Gulbali Institute, NSW DPI and FIAL. 
Funds Granted to Non-Government Community 
Organisations 
Griffith Lions Club received a donation of $500 for 
hosting car park BBQ for growers in 2024. 
Legal Change 
There was a legal change to the organisation during 
2024 with the staged repeal on 1 September 2024 and 
Riverina Winegrape Growers became the registered 
business name and change to public meeting quorum.   
Economic or Other Factors 
The Board enters into agency agreements with grape 
purchasers and processors to deduct the Board 
statutory fees and charges from grower payments and 
forward these to the Board.  The agency agreements 
were well adopted in 2024 with the Board being required 
to pay 5% (+ GST) of the $3.90 per tonne to the wineries 
being $44,371. ($38,926 in 2023,  $46,526 in 2022, 
$44,690 in 2021).   
Management & Activities 
A review of the strategic operations of the Board was 
conducted during 2024.  The RWG Strategic 
Operations Plan 2025-2029 and Operating Budget 
for 2025 This was posted to all growers and presented 
and was then adopted at a meeting of growers held 16 
October 2024, at which time the rate for the Board’s 
grower fees and charges was set ($3.90 per tonne fresh 
weight) no GST applies.   
Research & Development 
The Board did not undertake any specific research and 
development in 2023.   
Human Resources 
During 2024 the Board employed 3 permanent staff. 

1 FTE x Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
1 FTE x Extension Officer (EO) 
0.8 FTE x Office Manager (OM) 

 
Standard personnel policies and practices are in place 
with all positions being contracted and conditions of 
employment are in line with national industrial relations 
policies and practices.   
All permanent staff members are engaged on one year 
contracts ending December each year. 
 

Consultants and Research Payments 
The Board is able to engage the services of an 
accountant regionally based that is appointed by the 
NSW Government in accordance with the Agricultural 
Industry Services Act 1998 to act as Authorised 
Inspectors for the Board for the purposes of ensuring 
completeness of revenues. 
Mr Colin Harris, Audit and Risk Services, Wagga 
Wagga, NSW. 
•! Authorised Inspection fees $0 in 2024, ($0 in 2023, 

$360 in 2022, $540 in 2021) 

The Board was satisfied that it received reports from 
processors totalling the sum of all winegrapes produced 
in the region.  
A total of four (4) consultants were engaged costing a 
total of $6857 ($1806 in 2023, $61,298 in 2022, $48,597 
in 2021) excluding GST.   
The costs include: 
NSW Electoral Commission (Elections)        $   4,600 
Management Resource Plus (HACCP)            $     635 
Liz Riley (Freshcare/SWA)                        $     286 
Mel Garbett (GIS mapping)                 $     910 
Marketing Solutions Griffith (RWG website )    $     440 

  
Equal Employment Opportunity 
The Board did not set any planned outcomes for the 
previous year in relation to EEO.  The Board follows 
EEO principles when advertising, interviewing and 
selecting staff. 

Total Permanent staff:     3  
Percent Women:   33%  
Percent Men:    66%  

Disability Plans 
The Board is not required per NSW Public Sector 
Management Act Sch.1-3 to instigate a disability plan. 
Land Disposal 
No disposal of property or land occurred within the 2024 
Financial Year.   
A revaluation of the property and land occurred in 
December 2022 with another revaluation to occur in 
2025 for the purposes of financial reporting.   
Promotion 
In 2024 the Board supported the promotion of Riverina 
Winemakers Association with $10,000 ($10,000 in 
2023, $20,000 in 2022)  
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Sponsorship 
In 2024 the Board did not undertake any sponsorship  
(2022 $0, 2021 $0 2020 $0) 
Consumer Response 
No formal complaints were received from grower’s 
members or the general public in relation to Board 
activities.   
Payment of Accounts 
The details of financial performance for each quarter  
shown in the following table, it does not include 
payments to employees, returns to growers, Board 
members, superannuation funds and the Australian 
Taxation Office.  The Board aims to make 100% of 
payments to creditors within the terms of payment set 
out by suppliers. 

Number 
of Days 

1st 
quarter 

2nd 
quarter 

3rd 
quarter 

4th 
quarter 

0-30 
days 

$84,953 $47,066 $89,872 $127,942 
 

30-60 
days 

- - - - 

60-90 
days 

- - - - 

90+ days - - -  
$ Total $84,593 $47,066 $89,872 $127,942 

% target 100% 100% 100% 100% 
% actual 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Time for Payment of Accounts 
There were no instances of interest payable on late 
payment of accounts. 
 
Risk Management & Insurance Activities 
The Board is currently insured for members and staff 
liability and professional indemnity.  All assets are 
insured to their replacement value.   
The Board’s internal policy on purchasing is for all asset 
purchases to be recorded on the assets register. 
 
Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy 
Attestation 
On 21 January 2013 the Board received an exemption 
from the requirements of TPP 09-05.   
The Board annually reviews the policies and procedures 
in place to ensure proper controls in relation to assets, 
liabilities, receipts and expenses in accordance with 
Public Finance and Audit Act, Section 11.  
 
 

Disclosure of Controlled Entities 
The Board does not have any controlled entities. 
 
Disclosure of Subsidiaries  
The Board does not have any subsidiaries. 
 
Multicultural Policies and Services Program 
Located in the ethnically diverse Riverina region of 
NSW, the Board represents fairly and equally the 
interests of all winegrape growers irrespective of their 
country of origin.  Board members and staff are sensitive 
to the cultural, social and religious differences of people 
of varying backgrounds.  
All constituted growers within the area of the Board’s 
jurisdiction have the opportunity to contribute to the 
administration of the Board and the policies by which it 
functions.  They are encouraged to vote at Board 
elections and meetings as a means of registering their 
opinion of Board performance, and question decisions 
and policies.  All views are assessed for their 
constructiveness without bias to race. 
The Board is committed to the principles of 
multiculturalism and will continue its strategies as 
outlined in the above paragraphs. 
 
Agreements with Community Relations 
Commission 
There are no agreements entered into between the 
Board and the Community Relations Commission. 
 
Workplace Health & Safety 
No reports of work-related injuries or illnesses were 
received during the year.  There are no proceedings 
under the Workplace Health and Safety Act 2011.   
 
Waste 
The Board has a written waste reduction policy.  All 
paper that contains information of a non-confidential 
nature is recycled within the office and then disposed. 
All cardboard is sent to a recycling centre. 
All confidential material is securely shredded and 
disposed off-site. 
 
Numbers of Executive Officers 
The Board currently has one Chief Executive Officer and 
the position is not receiving a remuneration package 
greater than or equal to Senior Executive Service level. 
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Public Access to Information 
The Board reviewed its public access policy and 
publication guide in accordance with Government 
Information (Public Access) Act 2009, Section 7, Clause 
3, at its general meeting held in November 2020.   
During 2024 the Board received 8 formal requests for 
information ( 17 2023, 24 2022, 31 2021) under the 
provisions of the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009.  These related directly to growers 
farm details held by the Board (farm maps).  No charges 
or fees were requested for requests and these were 
completed within 24 hours of application. 
No applications were refused by the Board. 
 
Public Interest Disclosures 
No public interest disclosures were made by members 
of staff or the Board. 
No public interest disclosures were received by the 
Board.  During 2024 the Board adopted the NSW 
Ombudsman Public Interest Disclosure policy. 
All staff and Board Members are aware of their role in 
relation to public interest disclosures. 
 
Electronic Service Delivery 
Wine Grapes Marketing Board internet site 
www.riverinawinegrapes.com.au continues to host 
Board newsletters.   
The Board uses email and SMS to communicate with 
growers during the growing season.   
 
Publication Guide 
In accordance with the NSW Office of the Information 
Commissioner under the Government Information 
(Information Commissioner) Act 2009 the Board 
published a Guide to all material that it publishes and 
how members and the general public can access this.  
A copy of the Publication Guide is located on the 
Board’s website and was updated and approved by the 
Board in October 2024. 
 
Appointed Auditors 
The NSW Audit Office appointed Johnsons MME from 
Albury as its agent for the 2024 Audit. 
 
Annual Reports 
The Board produced 300 copies of this Annual Report 
to enable it to be sent to all constituents and to comply 
with statutory requirements.  Annual reports cost $10.07      
per copy incl. GST, these were printed locally. 

 
Financial Year of the Board 
1 January to 31 December.  
 

Riverina - Wine Grapes Marketing Board 
2024 Annual General Meeting presenting 2023 

Annual Report 
Minutes of the Meeting held 19 June 2024 

commencing at 7:00pm 
Yoogali Club Yoogali NSW 2680 

Attendance 
47 Constituted Growers: Bruno Brombal (Chairman), 
Bob Bellato (Deputy Chair), Bruno Altin (Board 
Member), Frank Alampi (Board Member), Steven 
Barbon (Board Member), Louis Cadorin, Robert 
Agostini, Armando Armanini, Glen Bavaresco, Mitch 
Bianchini, Lawrence Bordin, Ivo Brighenti, Mark 
Cadorin, Frank Calabria, James Codemo, Lou Codemo, 
James Cremasco, Peter Cremasco, Gus Cristofaro, 
Claire McWilliam, Grant Delves, Pio Foscarini, Joe 
Nucifora, Rodney Raccanello, Robert D'Ambrosio, 
Dennis Rossetto, Michael Rossetto, Lawrence 
Salvestro, Aldo Saraceno, Bob Sjollema, David 
Torresan, Jack Torresan, Giulio Toscan, Kevin Vitucci, 
Robert Vitucci, John Strano, Mitchell Strano, Tony 
Ragusa, Ross Vecchio, Rudolf Panazzolo, Lawrence 
Panazzolo, John Vitucci, Frank Tripodi, Kirsten Dal Broi, 
Brian Foggiato, Ralph Mallamace, Sam Mallamace 
 
  
 
Non-Voting attendees: Pam Baggio, Jared Bianchini, 
Thea Bianchini, Anne Bortolin, Anthony Calabria, 
Michael Calabria, Roy Calabria, Nathan Cunial, Joe 
D'Aquino, Mario Foscarini, Jill Rossetto, Alex Rossetto, 
Libbie! Rossetto, Parker Rossetto, Sawyer Rossetto  
Rosemary Raccanello, Eric Rossetto, Mary Rossetto, 
Ross Nucifora, Cathy Saraceno, Sharon Ross, Steven 
Torresan, Louise Torresan, Anthony Vitucci, Frank 
Tripodi Partner, Liza Iumlo, Liz Riley – Vitibit, Kerrie 
Barker - Fresh Care, Penny Flannery – NSW DPI 
 

Board Staff: Jeremy Cass (Chief Executive Officer), 
Brian Bortolin (Extension Officer), Julie McMahon 
(Office Manager)  

Board Members: Tony Baggio 
 
Apologies: Harnam Gill, Roger Bertacco, David 
Rossetto, John Bisetto, John Ward, Sam Mancini, Leo 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
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4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 
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except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
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an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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De Paoli, Laurence Minato, David James, John Dal Broi, 
Dom Schirripa 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
2022 

Copies of the minutes have been included in the 
Annual Report for 2023 for members. 
That the minutes be accepted as a true and 
accurate record of 21 June 2023 meeting - 
MOVED:     John Strano  
SECONDED:  Brian Bortolin   

 CARRIED 

1.1 Business Arising from the Minute 
No business was raised from the previous minutes. 
 

2.  Chairman’s Report – Bruno Brombal 
That the Chairman’s report be accepted - 
MOVED:     Bruno Brombal 
SECONDED:  Mitchell Strano 
     
 CARRIED 

 
3. Financial Report – Jeremy Cass CEO 

The CEO presented the income and expenditure 
statements as per the Annual Report for 2023.  The 
Board recorded a moderate financial surplus:   
That the Annual Report for 2023 be adopted - 
MOVED:     Steven Barbon  
SECONDED:  John Strano   
   CARRIED 

4. General Business 
 4.1 Chinese Tariffs Dropped 
 China has dropped the tariffs this is a positive thing 

with most wineries reporting a positive effect on 
there business, however the this needs to be 
gauged against the time taken to sell stock and 
place a reorder. 
4.2 Growers Removing Vines 
We are aware that some growers are removing 
vines so we will be ringing all growers individually 
soon to understand what has been removed and 
update our records. 
4.3 Wineries Looking at SWA 

 SWA is being looked at by al local wineries now 
except for Meditrina, this has been driven purely by 
market access as they lose contracts to competitors 
product bearing the trustmark or can’t tender due to 
trustmark requirements. 
4.4 Government Intervention Minimal 
The wine industry working group that was formed to 
address the issues being faced by the industry 
especially in the warm inland regions, is yet to make 
an impact. Its hard not to think that with China 
dropping the tariffs the government now believes 
that everything is ok, particularly when they 
completely snub the Australian Grape and Wine 
prebudget submission and then give $3,500,000 to 
wine Australia, if this is all the intervention that 
comes out after all this then it’s basically an insult to 
the wine industry. 

6. Guest Speaker  
 Liz Riley - Viticulturist & Trainer - Vitibit Pty Ltd 
 Liz Spoke on her journey with SWA 
 
5. Other Business 
 Nil 
Being no further business, the meeting was 
declared closed at 9:17pm. 
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